udicious Jewelry
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et 12 When she finished giving him drink, she said, Twill draw water even for your camel
they have finished drinking.” % So'she hurried and emptied her jug into the trough and,
draw water: and she drew for all his camels. #!.The man was astonish

ning to the well to

- her, reflecting silently to know whether HASHEM had made his journey suec;essﬁdog_ngt{,
it was, when the camels had finished drinking, the man took a golden-nese ring, its- weight:

e
22. ypa ~ ABEKA.

arms, ten gold shekels was theirweight. » And he said,
there room in your father’s house for us to spend th
. 24 She said to him, "l am-the daughter of Bethuel the son of Milcah whom she boreto'Nal
25 And she said to him, “Even straw and feed is plentiful with us as well as place to'lodg

ubxw 9pw 1 — An allusion to the shekalim of Israel i.e., the half shekel

donated by Israel to the Beis HaMikdash, which were - 'n73%)2 ¥p3,,— “a beka for every head.”
OoreY MY — AND TWO BRACELETS.  *ntipyn niny w5 m7 — An allusion to the two paired

Tablets of the Covenant.?

DRy 257] 1YY — TEN GOLD SHEKELS THEIR WEIGHT. 73w NIN3TI NYPY? ™) — An allusion to

the Ten Commandments upon them.?
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22. So confident was Eliezer that God had intéi
show him Isaac’s future bridé that hepresen
these lavish gifts even before asking her who she was
gifts, which he had prepared beforehand, ‘alluded to the
tiny. of her future offspring. Thebekais a half-shek
symbolized the amount that every Jew would contri
the Sanctuary every year; the two bracelets sy, )
two Tablets of the Law; and their weight of ten sh
bolized the Ten Commandments (Rashi). ...

(D) Exodus 38:26. Abeka ishalf the weight of the coin called

a shekel (plural, shekalim). 25
Had abekabeen an extraordinary weight for anose ring,

we would have understood why Seripture mentionsit. But
it is not. Scripture mentions the weight as an allusion to
the shekalim of Israel (Mizrachi; Sifsei Chachamim).
9. Bereishis Rabbah 60:6. The verse could have said
“pracelets”” and we would have underStood that it meant
the minimum plural “bracelets,” two. The apparently su-
perfluous “two” is stated as an allusion tothe two Tablets
of the Covenant (Mizrachi).
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Another Explanation

We can suggest another way of understanding the meaning behind
the nose ring. We recall that Rashi noted that its weight corresponded
to the half-shekel that each member of klal Yisrael gave toward the
Mishkan in the desert. One well-known explanation of the need for
only a half-shekel, rather than a whole one, is thgtno one individual
can ever be complete without the input of others. Every person’s con-
tribution to Jewish life is, by necessity, incomplete without others. In
fact, the individual must join together with others to stand before

God, bearing in mind that his approach to Him is made through his -

membership of klal Yisrael. Conceptually, the klal forms such a cohe-
sive group that it is considered in some halachic contexts as a single
individual. This is relevant for communal offerings, to which the ha-
lachos of private offerings apply, rather than those of offerings
brought by a partnership of several owners. Only by combining with
«Xour peers can we consider ourselves whole in any real sense. Thus the
money used to purchase these special communal offerings was col-
lected at a tax rate of a half-shekel per head — to ensure that the essen-
tial feeling of incompleteness was present when the money was
donated. .
This concept is closely related to the mitzvah of performing acts
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of chesed. This should be done freely, whether to the poor or the rich,
whether with one’s money or one’'s time and effort, whenever and
however the need dictates. The ability to do this radiates from the feel- .
ing that not only is a fellow Jew in need, but part of oneself needs help.
l'or, as we have seen, in some sense everyone in klal Yisrael needs every-
one else to live a full Jewish live.

This capability to reach out to others, whatever the circum-
stances, was the great strength of Avraham Avinu. He was prepared to
inconvenience himself for anyone, gven the wicked Sodomites. We
can presume that Avraham wanted lis daughter-in-law to continue

-his great chasadim and that his instructions to Eliezer included this
stipulation. As such, when Rivkah assisted Eliezer at the well, and he
realized that she personified these characteristics, he gave her a nose

éring, whose value was a half-shekel! This pointed to her great apprecia-}
[

tion of the need to help others and to see herself as a valuable person
only when associated with the klal. Indeed, it was this very trait whicl:;]
when manifest at a national level, enabled all of Rivkah’s descendan!

to give a half-shekel toward the construction of the Mishkan.

%

e rm s /T WY l'f)

=)

WIR DR S wbyn why - mhemen mwn

20 %P NN DR LMY NMAPY nYadnn Mvn mIp Pl IRen Y
DI 212 IR DN Y (o wama xaz) IR T, IR DAIAR
VIVR MR D NR JOVN PN RIN A R JOWA SR N IR 1 avnny
»BNTIR J72PD MR¥N R 0PN Y31 ONVY Y'WIT 1Y MR AN N2
MNIPY VPIY APV ,ANNR 9 M AN 1IINY PIR2 19000 DIP 1Y NINRY
71271 NR WRNND LI 0N SPMITD INR NN RN ,NINPY DIPR R¥D RS 1Y
RO PTIRT 9P Yan ,n0nY 07apn 19 IR o 1 xm o 73 11 mow) WITHN
NPTV RDY )TV 983 apyn pRv Danar by mrva oonpys nan Rtdan}sia)

YR DNTIRY STINR NI INR 1097 R ,37 'NINRY BYI N MY 9 nn‘;}

MPY TV RIND RN MY NIPY 0P /WM NANI 1IINY pIRI Jonnn DIP @ »
ST MR 9090 K9 DnTa

201 RPNT IR DMIAR YV WNT DR Y9 ww 0TI e Mn
ATPYN P01 VIV ,NDIN DN WANKA NNIVYDIN (D TARI INTRY

T 270 PR TV TP DI TAYY DIWN N9 , DTV MR poNn
'Y VIR DNMAR DR MDA W RN ,DIY0A TP Y9 W ATpY 0 ,IRamn
A02_7PY_MRN YIIR IDMH DNNAR YN0 N1 nwyn RpMT ,nonn5 navd
INR NN N 'Y AR DNIAR W MO M0 KN L0 NMap My
ATV TP 99 nt pava RPNT Y1 IRAY PR AT 92T 7Ipn YW vmn
IR NN ROV LAY AR DNTAR YV APIR IMOTY R1D NMOR Ana

MTNY RN L1972 N NP 1IN ORI AMRIYY A ,17Ipn Hw PIITD e

.NTPYN o

e

WY 12T NPV RN LAMIAPA TPON IMIP MTR MY MY DNT
JIR? DR ,DN1AR NDIN DN MIVPDIN NIWY Y990 WP ORD DNWRIA

n\&u nwnn Sy wMen nhY 83,0553 1 ATNY NN RY Y9N Ny
5 pn Hown morna) 172070 DIDR BAT [Y0) 7T WY 0MWN 1IN 07 ama)
TYN? W MY .A0IN DRI IIYOIN DIVY PINI N ATIVIIIM YT ]
AN NIPOIN - NIVY ) DR NnY DYDY INRY TR (mv) YT MIT TINn
nIYY 521w R¥NI INANR M PIAN PMTH IR MM KN ,n0Y
%% NYYN2 N2 IMPLIN DR N MY TP M0 Y AR YOI

IV NP P RPNT 19PN DR Y T YITA 19 DRI .IWRN nmp

,JPDI 292 RIN TMY W PV 0 DATAR YT DUYDIN WY 901w 2mw W
AN MN[0 PR 1Y NP7 NTWR NpYn NP YW Mt Iy 19K *
PR ADMINRD MIVOIN 29 5Y AT AYYN NIW? AT 1Y0) PR NI %99
PRY M9 DTPAY NN MYRIY KOR Y TITA DR IR AR NNYTY
OAY ,IPaR DRTAR S0 PINMA YMTR YT DPan 0wyl nvhn u
M3 DD7MX NR TINOY RN AMN DINR IPDRVN YN DOYN M) RTI

b~

aitAhia]

DP33 Mm% WM 9w dn whs MY
ML DY DN vy phaba

nw) SO DYPN3 B NI PRI
oh3 PR3P _OMPIED by W (v .5
HED W D3 YEY Dwng My o

- e L vopn B 1hD vy W3 d3b

" paEm DRIND W 937 b Wb vy

0% o33 ) ot

D3 B Dmy Mo NS mmNeD

oB2_DYNY D SpED Doy

WOV TS DI dEp Db
QLYED PInD 3p "wHE b M OPTH
Haws d3h 030 T ph o Mho
Dbt b DLeoh HDY » bopes
mH DPiMO v poowm wp vady ob

PO £on A D03 pE h 9b
omPNY 1H DUN3 ,o'pHY DI w3 M3
qQTIDY_ B3DY OWPM LB3Ly M™b v

~ DOoEY domd 07Hd DED DLW DYl

2760 3 r HW HH vony Do
BY @ v omam DY 3 EY OMDI3

b T pb 1opD HH 3335 b bD

R 630 o o woy DOER .’}1’363)
POY D3 WV YN DNDD DM o

P D3 P PIAHD DI wEDM
PN OTEDM MDD 0D LDwny
P 93> o1h oh mmhE Yoy
W N B3 o N PN T N

wps  ja. me

N

OPIN 1Y WHNH SoEd Pimd mIw
DT WIS MY MhEp Py B

o) B .pusd bl P ombd
ob rNH DY MY MIW M3 oY)
M2 DI DT MBI vWd D o7h

oY0nn Dbt 0w TH LHNID PSS

D DIOD DY DWpD  OM3T o

oIS YD HH mm D3 B ,ovpm
oMW 153 S3h mped

0P) Wy 13 pwn 0760 Sy pepn

00) DD 15 DWOh OTDD 0 DL
PO D0 B0 DIV o up OEvn o
oEn b0 o Yh oopiess S o
oM37 M B £rEd DLW AL DI

Ohohy opwD DEpn Weh ohm

oO» I'BH oMWY DN OOE o0
ph R Yy dpp 01D
DLYn OE YD PDO DD 1TDRD3
WER L3 PTO o M pemd M p
13w pedd phd by oy ored o

W9



[

"R ,NIPAN TP Y P0IN PIY MR MY IMT AR IV DY NNNRD

PIn KWL LITY AXTTR YOI P0IR NPPDN. NYY AR DRIARY

DPOR R0 MPT ANY (@ 23 mexi) YIXY PHY TYRw Y ATRYA (PO

IR AP P01 .0N0PN- DMATY MDA R P01 3Py 10N AR

DAVPN WY191.03 7 PPV P 117N Y33 1Y WIR DNIAR KV IMNT AN
I DY DInn M L, N7apn WY
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[ After Rivkah had passed the test set for her by Eliezer and
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displayed her wonderful attribute of Jon, Fliezer gave her a
present of D°T'0Y *3W — two bracelets. Rashi explains that this
gift was intended to intimate that her descendants would be
1gceiving two MY of Torah which would be m'nnx — joined
together as one. The question is, why inform her now about the
two Mm? which would be given to Klal Yisroel centuries later?
Likewise, what was the particular significance of them béing
joined together?

%We know by tradition that on one of those mm'7 the five
commandments mvn‘: DX 12 were inscribed — namely a belief
in RW3 N2 WITPA, observance of Shabbos and the like. The
second tablet contained the five essentials 17°an? DX 12 — not
to murder, steal and so on.

- In everyday life, it is not unusual to find people who are
Eitmly committed to one: section of laws whilst neglecting the
fSome choose to place great emphasis on_their dutles
Lowards Ll 11'1: vmm — they only eat glatt kosher meat, wear

2O

?ﬁ"e tefillin of Rabbeinu Tam, pay any price for a beautiful esrog
— but at the same time their charitable donations are minimal
and they are not averse to gossip and making defamatory
remarks about others. The reverse is also true. The same ones
who are kind to their fellowmen and lay great stress on social
relationships will show disregard for NawW, ANOWHA NIAL and the
basics of D1pRY? DX Pa.

-/ In truth, both attitudes are misguided. A faithful Jew knows
of no such distinction and treats all religious obligations with
equal respect because the whole Torah stems from one Divine
source and is one indivisable unit. For that reasor}‘;he two mm?
were fashioned as MTMX and joined together to undeiline the
fact that the entire 71 is one inseparable entity.

~_With this idea in mind, Eliezer gave Rivkah two bracelets
known as D"1"1%, which means joined. He had witnessed her
1on, but he wanted her to realise that there was another sphere
*of Yiddishkeit which is of equal importance — namely DR 12
mpnY. To become a matriarch of Klal Yisroel entailed endowing
her descendants with a loyalty towards the Almighty equal to

their devotion to fellowmen. Torah is a complete way of life and
does not countenance .any dichotomy between one- field -of
_m_____________m_w_.—__—-——————y—————x——-———————m

behaviour and the other. In the words of Dovid HaMelech,
WHI NWH 7N 1 NN, Torah animates and revives the soul
but only when it is 7N — observed in its comprehensive and

all-embracing form. J '
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When we study the chapters of the Torah dealing with Creation,
it almost seems as though Chavah was created as an afterthought.
Adam was created alone, and only afterward did Hashem say, “Lo
tov heyos ha’adam levado — it is not good that man be alone; e’eseh
lo eizer kenegdo — 1 will make him a helper corresponding to him”
(Bereishis 2:18).

In his commentary to this verse, Ramban states that Adam
HaRishon must have had a method of procreating even before
Chavah was fashioned. All creatures were created male and female
in order to procreate. If so, why was it necessary for Hashem to
make Chavah into a separate being? Wouldn't it have been more
convenient to be self-sufficient — to be able to bear and raise chil-
dren without the need for another person? Isn’t that total indepen-
dence a utopian dream?
¥ The answer appears in the verse quoted above. Lo tov heyos
ha’adam levado — it is not good that man be alone. There is some-
thing “not good” about being alone. The entire purpose of Creation
is for us to perfect ourselves, and one of the most meaningful ways
of doing so is by learning to do for others. In the words of Rav
Chaim of Volozhin “Ki zeh kol ha’adam — for this is the basic prin-

ple of mankind: lo le’atzmo nivra — he was not created for himself,
rak leho’il le’acheirim — but to help others, kechol asher yimtza bekocho
la’asos — as much as is possible for him to do with the strengths he

was given.”

Kol

—

Pardon me for reminding you, but you, too, were born this way.
You, too, were once self-centered, ggi-absorbed, and narcissistic.
The tachlis (purpose) of life is to transcend that natural inclination
toward taking and to become a giver. It is a lifelong endeavor, but
if there is one turning point at which we must make the switch

*(from taker to giver, that point is the day of our marriage. Marriage

requires us to-undergo a metamorphosis — to go from caterpillar
to butterfly.

In marriage, we can no longer think primarily about ourselves.
The “me” must become “we,” and the “I” must become “us.” That
is the entire purpose of marriage, and that is why Hashem said, “Lo
tov heyos ha'adam levado.”

This does not mean that a person who never finds his or her
zivug_is_doomed. One of the most famous gabba'ei tzedakah in
Yerushalayim is a man who never married, and he is a giver of the
highest degree. But the process of learning to be a giver is far more
difficult if one is not married. The ideal situation, which is What
Hashem had in mind for each of us, is to marry and have someone
to whom to give.
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